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and their colonies increased together; and, if their naval
armaments were carried on, as they really were, in greater
proportion to their commerce, than can be practised iti
other countries, it must be attributed to the martial dispo-
sition at that time prevailing in the nation, to the frequent
wars which Lewis tbe fourteenth made upon fcis neigh-
bours, and to the extensive commerce of the English and
Dutch, which afforded so much plunder to privateers, that
war was more lucrative than traffick.

Thus the naval power of France continued to increase
during the reign of Charles the second, who, between his
fondness of ease and pleasure, the struggles of faction,
which he could not suppress, and his inclination to the
friendship of absolute monarchy, had not much power or
desire to repress it. And of James the second it could
not be expected, that he should act against his neighbours
with great vigour, having the whole body of his subjects
to oppose. He was not ignorant of the real interest of
his country; he desii-ed its power and its happiness, and
thought rightly, that therfe is no happiness without religion;
but he thought very erroneously and absurdly, that there
is no religion without popery.

When the necessity of self-preservation had impelled
the subjects of James to drive him from the throne, there
came a time in which the passions, as well as interest of
the government, acted against the French, and in which it
may, perhaps, be reasonably doubted, whether the desire
of humbling France was not stronger, than that of exalting
England: of this, however, it is not necessary to inquire,
since, though the intention may be different, the event will
be the same. AH mouths were now open to declare what
every eye had observed before, that the arms of France
were become dangerous to Europe; and that, if her en-
croachments were suffered a little longer, resistance would
be too late.

It was now determined to reassert the empire of the sea;
but it was more easily determined than performed: the
French made a vigorous defence against the united power